Drought Measures Ramp Up

By Rebecca Robledo After an historic order
from California’s governor imposing state-
wide water restrictions, cities are taking
matters into their own hands.

Gov. Jerry Brown stated that urban
water use must be cut by 25 percent. In re-
sponse, several cities are imposing restric-
tions or at least considering them.

“City councils are now getting into the
act and directing their building depart-
ments not to issue permits,” said John Nor-
wood, president and chief lobbyist for the
California Pool & Spa Association.

In April, Beverly Hills announced a
resolution that would ban the draining
and refilling of existing pools and impose
$1,000 fines for violators. The measure was
expected to be rubber stamped at a May
meeting, but was put on hold while staffers
create certain processes for enforcement.
The proposal remains on the table.

The state is requiring steeper reduc-
tions in cities that use more water per cap-
ita. “[Beverly Hills is] being asked to cut by
36 percent, so we have to take fairly drastic
measures,” said Beverly Hills spokesperson
Therese Kosterman.

While reports that the city was ban-
ning new-pool fills are untrue, officials are
exploring that possibility.

Claremont, a city 30 miles outside Los
Angeles, has banned filling or refilling
pools, new or existing. Permits will only be
issued if city water isn’t used.

The Santa Barbara industry saw bet-
ter luck when the city council there voted
against a staff recommendation to ban per-
mits for new pools and place limitations on
filling and refilling existing installations.

A few cities with the lowest water lev-
els, such as Montecito, near Santa Barbara,
have had restrictions in place for a while.

CPSA has sent out letters to cities
throughout the Golden State to explain
why targeting pools is not effective. “Once
a pool’s filled, we’re competitive with
drought-resistant landscaping,” Norwood
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said. “We’re not water wasters, we don’t
use very much water and we have a signifi-
cant economic impact.”

The organization seeks to convince
cities to postpone restricting water for
pools and spas until droughts reach a stage
where no water can be used outdoors.

Other efforts are under way. Keith
Harbeck of Premier Pools in Rancho Cor-
dova, Calif., spoke to the State Water Re-
sources Control Board on behalf of CPSA.
The SWRCB has stipulated water-savings
targets for each city and may issue more
stringent and specific statewide measures.
Industry officials sought to convince the
agency to include language stating that the
regulations are not intended to block eco-
nomic activity, Norwood said. This would
help industry professionals face local water
districts considering restrictions.

CPSA and other stakeholders met
with Gov. Brown in April to discuss the
drought. According to the organization, “A
consensus was reached that water use must

be slowed without discriminating against
individual industries that would curtail re-
covery from the Great Recession.”

A key to success in Santa Barbara
seemed to be the appearance of four indus-
try representatives who commented at the
city council meeting, as well as materials
sent to council members ahead of time.
Conversely, in Claremont local profes-
sionals were unaware restrictions had been
proposed.

To avoid being caught off guard, CPSA
advises that professionals monitor all meet-
ing agendas for local city councils and wa-
ter districts to gain a heads-up, then notify
CPSA. The association provides speaker
kits to help professionals address officials,
and it sometimes sends a CPSA represen-
tative to comment.

To support its advocacy efforts, CPSA
launched a campaign to generate $100,000
in new memberships and an additional
$100,000 to supplement the organization’s
drought fund. It is about halfway there.




