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The Public Utility Now Controls of Your HVAC.
Atascadero, CA - Sometime mid-year in 2015, PG&E rolled out what they called the Smart
Thermostat Study1. The goal of the study is to test new thermostat features and measure
potential energy savings so they can gather information that will help them determine
incentives we may offer in the future.
Study participants had to sign PG&E’s Participation Agreement at the time of installation.
The agreement outlines all the obligations participants must fulfill including the following:
• Completion of up to four online surveys about their home, energy usage and
thermostat during the 12-month study period.
• Maintenance of a fully operational central heating and cooling system as well
as Wi-Fi service.
The Smart Thermostat is installed free of charge. Plus, once the study is over, the
participants get to keep the Smart thermostats. Some public utility providers are also
offering a $25 thank you check to further entice customers to volunteer for the program.
ComEd, the utility energy provider for Chicago, wants to install one million smart meters
free of charge. Southern Company is giving away Nest Thermostats to customers who sign
up for a “smart usage” rate plan.
I wouldn’t care but for the fact that the utility companies will have the ability to turn down
your furnace in the winter and turn up your air conditioner in the summer, or shut them off
entirely. I’m just not comfortable giving up this kind of control, or even allowing my personal
home lifestyle data to be shared freely over the internet.
And this does not stop with our utility providers.
Telecommunications providers, home improvement stores,
cable companies like Comcast, are all trying to get into the
home energy management business. Wireless
communications and “smart home products” are making it
possible for our homes to be controlled remotely. Which
means, our homes are accessible via the internet.
I can see the headlines, “Smart Home Gets Hijacked. Family
pet suffers from heatstroke.”
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http://www.pge.com/en/myhome/saveenergymoney/smartthermostattrial/index.page

